Counting Dump Truck
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Valerie Drapeau, Education Coordinator

In today’s Sanity Saver we will be featuring a dump truck and
working on some early math skills! In this activity your child will
practice number writing and counting, all while having fun filling
up their truck and dumping their blocks! They can even color
their dump truck to customize it. We hope you will join us on
Saturday, June 27 for the “Find-A-Truck” event in Buffalo as well!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
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HOW LONG WILL
THIS TAKE TO DO?

• Dump Truck coloring page (print out)
• White piece of copy paper
• Crayons or colored pencils
• Pencil or Marker
• Scissors
• Ruler
• Blocks or Legos

SETUP

15 minutes
ACTIVITY

20-30 minutes

DIRECTIONS
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STEP 1

Print out the Dump Truck coloring page. Encourage your child to
customize their truck in whatever colors they would like!
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STEP
Take your additional sheet of white
paper and start folding about a 2-inch section.
Continue to flip over and fold four more times
until you have one strip. Using a ruler, pencil
and child safe scissors, have your child measure and
cut that strip into four equal parts. Parents
remember, it doesn’t have to be perfect! This is a great learning opportunity
for your child to work with a ruler, as well as work on basic math skills with how
to make parts out of a whole.
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STEP
Open each strip part (it should look
like an accordion) and have your child practice
cutting apart each fold line to create small
squares. You should have 20 pieces of paper
when finished cutting. These pieces will be for
your numbers!
D I R EC T I O N S CONT INUE ON T HE BACK

2

4

STEP 4

Starting with the number 1, have your child use a
pencil or marker to write the numbers 1-20 on the slips of
paper. This is great opportunity to practice proper number
writing...make sure those 6’s and 9’s are the correct direction
for instance! For younger children, you could write the numbers
and have them practice tracing what you wrote. This activity
is also great for practicing number recognition!

STEP 5

Mix up the
numbers and select one
number square at a time
to place on the truck. Your child will then “fill up” the truck
with the correct number of blocks. Let them “dump” the blocks
when they’re ready to try the next number!
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THIS ACITIVITY SUPPORTS THE FOLLOWING EDUCATIONAL GOALS
ACADEMIC SUBJECT(S): Math and Art
NUMBER RECOGNITION: The ability to visually recognize and name numbers. How to practice it: point out and
name numbers on street signs, houses and buildings while you are out and about.
PART-PART-WHOLE MATH CONCEPT: A ratio or a fraction that represents a relationship between a part and its whole.

